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March 9, 2021 

Dear Camp Families: 

In this season of Great Lent, I greet you in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ.  

With this directive, I wish to update our Diocesan leadership and the faithful families involved in Hye Camp 
and St. Vartan Camp about decisions regarding our Diocesan Summer Camp programs.  

I am grateful for your patience, as we have discussed the possibilities and practicalities of the 2021 camp 
season. We are keenly aware how much the pandemic has altered the way we live, and we understand that 
many of us—especially our children—are aching to resume gathering as a community.  

However, given all of the information, we have concluded that the best and safest course would be to forego in-
person camp again for the summer of 2021, and move forward with a second summer of Virtual Camp.  

This has been a difficult decision to make, and one that will certainly be received with disappointment by our 
campers and their families. I know that they greatly value the friendship, nourishment, and sense of belonging 
that comes from an immersive summer camp experience. Our Diocese is committed to doing everything 
possible, within legal and prudential considerations, to provide opportunities that will keep our camp 
community active until the present storm has passed.  

The decision is the fruit of many hours spent in consultation with the New York and Illinois Departments of 
Health, the American Camping Association, and the Orthodox Youth and Camp Workers organization, with 
the aim of identifying best practices for summer camps in the midst of this pandemic. 

Like many summer camps, we have carefully weighed the relevant factors to evaluate what is in the best 
interest of our camp community. We have been especially mindful of the financial impact an in-person camp 
would have on families, since the Diocese would have to increase tuition to help cover the costs of personal 
protective equipment, sanitization supplies, and single-use items. 

Our camp directors and staff were heroic in investigating all of this, and I would like to thank them for 
undertaking the laborious task of research: Fr. Aren Jebejian (Hye Camp Director), Fr. Khachatur Kesablyan (St. 
Vartan Camp Session A Camp Director), Fr. Vart Gyozalyan (St. Vartan Camp Session B Camp Director), Fr. 
Stepanos Doudoukjian (St. Vartan Camp Session C Camp Director), Fr. Sevak Gabrielian (St. Vartan Camp 
Session C Assistant Camp Director), Jennifer Morris (Hye Camp Administrator), and Kathryn Ashbahian (St. 
Vartan Camp Administrator). 

Having studied the feedback from our virtual camp surveys last summer, our Diocesan Camp directors are 
now planning another interactive and engaging program, with several new additions. The Diocese will be 
announcing the dates of our 2021 Virtual Camp in the coming months, and I dearly hope your family will be a 
part of it. May our Lord bless you, and sustain our people through these difficult days. 

With my prayers, 
 

Bishop DANIEL 
Primate
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