
 

March 19, 2021 

Dear Hye Camp and St. Vartan Camp Families, 

In this >me of Great Lent, we pray that you and your families are finding peace as you prepare for 
Easter. We wanted to follow up with you aIer Bishop Daniel’s announcement that we have made 
the incredibly difficult decision to not have in-person camp this summer, and to address some of 
the ques>ons and concerns we have received. 

At this wri>ng, the Department of Health in both Illinois and New York state have not released 
updated regula>ons for overnight camps for the 2021 summer camp season. Based on the current 
regula>ons that the CDC and both state health departments have prepared for child care and day 
camps, we an>cipate that our summer programs would have to be heavily altered to comply with 
the guidelines that would help protect against the spread of COVID-19. Some of those changes 
would be as follows: 

● Camp would operate at a limited capacity. 
● Par>cipants would wear masks and social distance at all >mes. 
● Campers and counselors would be placed in “pods” of no more than 15 campers, and pods 

would have no or minimal contact with other pods. Most of the day’s ac>vi>es would be 
led/taught by the counselor(s) of each pod. 

● Most whole-group camp ac>vi>es would need to be moved outside or eliminated in order to 
properly social distance. Schedules for meals, worship, classes, and evening ac>vi>es would 
be staggered in order to comply with indoor capacity restric>ons. 

● Pre-made boxed meals and snacks would be made instead of buffet-style meals. 
● Camp would implement a “closed campus” policy, where non-essen>al visitors would be 

prohibited, and staff would remain on campus for the dura>on of the camp season. 

Obviously, such regula>ons would greatly diminish precisely the things that make our Diocesan 
summer camps so invi>ng and memorable. Like many summer camps, we have carefully weighed 



these factors to evaluate what is in the best interest and safety of our camp community. With an 
an>cipated cut in capacity, we would be forced to turn away campers, and we would not be able to 
guarantee that campers could a`end -- and be in a pod -- with their desired group of friends. Pod-
living, social distancing, and staggered schedules would remove the magic of whole-camp ac>vi>es, 
like the thrill of meal chants, roas>ng marshmallows over a campfire, laughing at Talent Show skits, 
rallying for your Capture the Flag team, or worshipping as a community. We are also sensi>ve to the 
financial impact this summer may have on families, since we would have to increase tui>on to help 
cover the loss incurred by decreasing camper numbers, as well as the cost of providing our camp 
community with the necessary safety and sani>za>on supplies. 

Even as we see the light at the end of the tunnel, we want to be cau>ous when planning our in-
person events because we are s>ll in the midst of a pandemic. Every state, county, city, and 
community varies greatly in their infec>on rates, vaccina>on roll outs, and mandates. We are very 
mindful of the possible repercussions of gathering individuals from varying geographical loca>ons 
into a communal living environment. With so many unknowns, we chose to make this decision now 
so that we could give families a concrete answer and allow them >me to properly plan their 
summers.  

Ul>mately, we felt that par>cipants would not have walked away with the same camp experience 
that we strive to provide each summer. We truly value the sense of community, camaraderie, and 
Chris>an nourishment that Hye Camp and St. Vartan Camp offer, but we are concerned that the 
regula>ons we would be obligated to comply with this summer would not foster the same social 
and emo>onal benefits that exist in the full camp experience. We understand the great 
disappointment that our campers, CITs, and Staff are surely feeling, but we want our camp families 
to know that we love them wholeheartedly and truly look forward to when we can gather -- and hug 
and dance and play and sing together -- again in person.  

We are confident that we will create another fun, interac>ve, and engaging Virtual Camp summer 
camp program, with several new addi>ons to make it even more exci>ng. We will be announcing the 
dates of Virtual Camp in the coming months, and we sincerely cannot wait to see your faces! 

Prayerfully,  

V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, Hye Camp Director 
Rev. Fr. Khachatur Kesablyan, St. Vartan Camp Session A Camp Director 
Rev. Fr. Vart Gyozalyan, St. Vartan Camp Session B Camp Director 
Rev. Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian, St. Vartan Camp Session C Camp Director 
Rev. Fr. Sevak Gabrielian, St. Vartan Camp Session C Assistant Camp Director 
Jennifer Morris, Hye Camp Administrator 
Kathryn Ashbahian, St. Vartan Camp Administrator


